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The Halftimes 
Villa Marie 2018 Christmas Newspaper 

 

It’s Christmas again here at Villa Marie! We have been through a 

lot during this first half of the year, and I’ve been planning up 

new things for this newspaper in order to make it even more 

interesting! We’ve come a long way since the first edition back in 

2016! In fact, this is Edition Number Four! As we celebrate 55 

years of Angels Among Us, we got a new kitten, brought in new 

staff, and are currently planning a new playground! We are so 

excited to have these wonderful changes, and we’re glad to share 

some of them with you!  

 

An Online Version of The Halftimes can be found at  

www.villamarieschool.com 
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Interview with Villa Marie 

Director MSGR. John 

Perkinton 

By Lillia (With help from Jenny) 

 

Lillia: How long have you been working at Villa Marie? 

Msgr.: I have been working at Villa Marie since 1990, 28 years. 

L: So what inspired you to start working here? 

M: It wasn’t so much an inspiration, but a directive by the Bishop. We 

priests go where the Bishop needs us. We take that as a sign of where 

God wants us. What has inspired me though is the beautiful students at 

Villa Marie and the program we have. I am thankful for Bishop Flavin, 

Bishop Bruskewitz, and Bishop Conley for keeping me here.  

L: What’s your favorite thing about Villa Marie? 

M: My favorite thing about Villa Marie is coming to say Mass for the 

school, because I’m with the students and staff members in prayer, and 

it’s a great expression of faith. I would also say that it’s whenever I 

have an opportunity to see what the students are doing, and the great 

talents that you all have. It’s a great way to experience the school. I love 

the Christmas Play. If you want to see what the spirit of Christmas is 

about, go to Christmas Mass and definitely go see the play. You student 

always do so well on that play.  

L: What’s the most memorable event that’s happened to you in the past 

few years? 

M: It’s not one single event that would’ve happened in an hour or a day, 

but the full event of developing the strategic plan for the school, like 

putting together the board and filling in new positions for staff to move 

the school forward. I find that to be really challenging and exciting. And 

the dance is also a wonderful yearly celebration.  
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L: Have there been any challenges? 

M: Yes, there have been difficulties. Like all schools, we need money to 

operate, and since we don’t get the taxes like public schools do, we have 

to get the money in other ways. It gets tight and difficult sometimes. 

Occasionally we have a teacher or a staff member retire or leave for 

other things, and then we have to fill the positions. We want the best 

people to work with the very best students and sometimes that can be a 

challenge. 

L: What have you learned from being here? 

M: I would say it’s the power of prayer in the students. I’ve seen prayer 

from them that’s changed situations and has brought healing. I would 

say the second thing would be the goodness of the students and staff, 

God just radiating through them. Not everybody gets along with each 

other all the time, but we can honestly say that we love each other as 

family and we always have each other’s backs.  
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A New Kitty! 

By Sapphire Normen 

When the Villa Marie students came back to school this fall, they were 

greeted by an adorable, new, part Siamese kitten! The students voted 

on a name, and some suggestions were Sapphire, Becky, Ice Cream, and 

Terminator. In the end, the kitty was named Ice Cream. One day she 

was taken to the vet to get her shots, and the veterinarian told her 

that she was a he!  Right now he is living in the nice, warm garage, and 

soon, once he’s a bit older, he’ll be outside with Squeaky! 

 

 

 

And Speaking of Pets… 

This year I decided to take a poll from the students and staff to 

find out the school’s favorite pet! 
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That means that Squeaky is our favorite animal! Sad, nobody 

really likes the chickens… 

 

Creative writing Contest 
We had another creative writing contest, except this year, the 

theme was angels. We had very few entries this time, so instead 

of putting our usual top two stories in the newspaper, I had to 

put just one. Besides that, the other story I could’ve put in here 

was too long. It was a good story though. But anyways, here’s 

our winning story! 

 

John’s Brothers in Afghanistan 
By John Sullivan 

Once there were two brothers, Bobby and Tony, who served in the Air Force in 

Afghanistan. Saint Michael protected the brothers from the dangers of war. 

40%

35%

10%

5%
5%

5%

Favorite Pets

 Squeaky (Cat) [40%]

Ice Cream (Kitten) [35%]

Chipmunk (Hen) [10%]

Ruby (Hen) [5%]

Copper (Hen) [5%]

All the Fish in the Fish Tank [5%]
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Their brother John was praying for their safety every day in Mass at Villa 

Marie. 

One day, Bobby and Tony were flying on a mission in their F-16 watching over 

villages to keep people safe. All of a sudden, a missile came at them out of 

nowhere. Tony was able to shoot it down before it hit the ground. They gave 

thanks to God and St. Michael the Archangel for saving them. 

 Another time, they were on Air Force duty doing surveillance, when the enemy 

approached them on Base.  They stayed calm & were able to solve the situation 

without incident.  

     Then one day they made it home on a C-130 Hercules jet safely. Thanking 

Saint Michael for keeping them safe.  

     And the family celebrated on a cold Sunday morning in November.  They 

met the boys in Sioux Falls, South Dakota at a coffee shop. And their girlfriends 

were overjoyed to see them and they started to cry.  And JOHN controlled 

himself from crying. Bobby and Tony’s dad cried a lot because he was so happy 

to see them home not hurt. 

 

Pictures From Our Year So Far 

 


